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Saeed Namaki
Minister of Health and Medical Education
Islamic Republic of Iran

30 November 2020
Excellency,

This year has been unprecedented for the world. Not only our health systems but also
our economies, communities and our sense of solidarities have been put into a great
test. In this regard, I would like to congratulate you and your healthcare workers for
your remarkable and dedicated efforts in fight against COVID-19 so far.

Qur biggest leverage against this public health threat has been our health workforce.
Constdering the overwhelming fight against the pandemic, they are exhausted and feel
burn-out. This army of health, social and care workers with their tireless efforts to
defeat the virus deserves the deepest appreciation of all member states and WHO.

Having said that, as Turkey, we came with a proposal of designating 2021 as the
International Year of Health and Care Workers in order to show our heartfelt
appreciation to healthcare workers and pay our respects to the healthcare workers
whom we lost in the fight against COVID-19. Our suggestion was put in front of the
73th World Health Assembly in November 2020. With the great support of Member
States and your country, 2021 was designated as the International Year of Health and
Care Workers by WHO and its Member States. We are thankful all the Member States
for their support and Iwould like to personally extend my appreciation for your support
in adoption of this decision.

Finally, I would like to extend my strong cooperation in fully celebration of the
International Year of Health and Care Workers. I am looking forward to working with
you in this regard.

Please, accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Dy’ Fahrettin Koca
Minister of Health
Republic of Turkey
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